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Abstract
Thermoelectric (TE) properties (resistivity and thermopower) of
polycrystalline ceramics in the Bi2−xPbxSr3−yYyCo2O9−δ system prepared
by a solid-state reaction in air have been investigated as a function of
temperature up to about 300 K, changing the combination of x and y. These
oxides are chemically very stable, and TE properties and the lattice
structures do not change even after they are heated at high temperatures.
Y doping has a profound effect in reducing resistivity. When y (the amount
of Y) is small, ligand holes created by O 2p–Co 3d hybridization are mainly
responsible for insulating conduction. With increasing y, resistivity
decreases rapidly and insulating conduction transfers to metallic conduction.
This is due to the shrinkage in the lattice constant by the Y doping, which
leads to band crossing of the O 2p and Co 3d levels. Measurements of TE
properties including thermal conductivity have been carried out on the
material with x = y = 0.5 in the high-temperature range up to 800 K. The
TE figure of merit increases from 2 × 10−5 K−1 to 7 × 10−5 K−1 as the
temperature increases from 400 K to 800 K, which indicates that this
compound has high potential as a good TE material at high temperatures.

1. Introduction

Thermoelectric (TE) materials have recently attracted renewed
interest as an application to a clean energy-conversion
system that utilizes the heat wasted at high temperatures
[1]. The conversion efficiency of a TE material is
characterized by the TE figure of merit Z = S2/ρκ , where
S, ρ and κ are the thermopower (Seebeck coefficient),
resistivity and thermal conductivity. A good TE material
involves, therefore, high thermopower and low resistivity
with low thermal conductivity. However, a high magnitude
for Z is difficult to realize because these parameters
do not change independently. In most materials where
band conduction dominates electronic transport, such as
degenerate semiconductors and intermetallic compounds, the
high concentration of carriers responsible for low resistivity

3 Author to whom correspondence should be addressed.

generally results in high thermal conductivity [2]. For this
reason, materials withZ high enough for practical applications
are limited to some conventional TE materials such as Bi2Te3,
PbTe and SiGe, their carrier concentrations being nearly equal,
i.e. ∼1019 cm−3 [3].

The utilization of these conventional materials is
unfortunately restricted within narrow limits such as a Peltier
cooler. They are used either at rather low temperatures or under
vacuum because they contain serious problems of oxidation,
decomposition and melting at high temperature in air. TE
materials applicable to a clean energy-conversion system
require a function to overcome these problems. From this
point of view, metal oxides have great advantages in material
syntheses and also in long-term use at high temperature in air.
The development of new metal oxides with high Z is then of
great importance. Furthermore, the studies on oxides in the
strongly correlated electron system which have been carried
out dynamically after the discovery of high-Tc superconducting
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oxides [4] provide detailed knowledge as to the electronic
conduction yielding low resistivity, and suggest a possibility
that some modulated perovskite oxides could be candidates for
good TE materials [5, 6]. It is generally accepted that a hopping
process of large and/or small polarons governs electronic
transport in most of these oxides, which results in conduction
quite different from band conduction [7, 8]. Referring to the
literature on thermal conduction in (Na, Ca)Co2O4 in which
thermal conductivity κ is mainly determined by phonons rather
than electronic carriers (because κph � κ and κel < κph, where
κph is thermal conductivity due to phonons and κel is that due to
electronic carriers which is estimated using Wiedemann–Franz
law [9]), one can expect a similar situation in other Co oxides.
There is also a possibility to change resistivity and thermal
conductivity independently in the present system because the
carrier responsible for conduction is expected to differ from
that for thermal conduction.

Along this line, Itoh et al [5] and Terasaki et al [10]
investigated TE properties in NaCo2O4, one of layered cobalt
oxides. The carrier concentration in NaCo2O4 is about
1021 cm−3, much larger than conventional TE materials. This
oxide involves a large S of 100 µV K−1 and a low ρ of
200 µ� cm with a low κ of 15 mW cm−1 K−1 at room
temperature [5, 10–12]. These numerical parameters yield a
large magnitude for Z in comparison with other oxides. Then
NaCo2O4 has surely high potential as a good TE material.

The present study treats Bi2−xPbxSr3−yYyCo2O9−δ ,
which is believed to have a structure nearly isomorphous to
Bi2Sr2CaCu2O8 (BSCCO; one of high-Tc superconductors),
i.e. n = 2 layered perovskite structure [13]. In the recent work
by Yamamoto et al [14], the (Bi, Pb)–Sr–Co–O system has
a misfit structure which results from bidimensional matching
of two different structures, such as rock-salt-type layers and
hexagonal-CdI2-type layers.

Pb2+ substitution for Bi3+ leads to hole-doping, which
increases the amount of holes; the majority carrier in the
present system. However, the large difference in ionic radii
of Bi3+ and Pb2+ may bring about some unexpected changes
on the TE properties. Pb doping in Bi–Sr–Co–O system has
been investigated in detail [5, 6, 14–16]. There is however
little knowledge as to Y effects, although one expects electron
doping by Y3+ substitution for Sr2+. It is therefore very
significant to investigate the effect of Y on the TE properties
in the (Bi, Pb)–Sr–Co–O system.

As for Bi2−xPbxSr3Co2O9, Shin and Murayama [6]
produced hot-pressure-sintered samples besides the normal
pressure-sintered ones, like those in the present study, and
Itoh et al [5] carried out TE experiments on single crystals.
The TE results obtained by both groups are very important
in examining the reliability of our experiment and also in
discussing effect of Y on TE properties.

The development of a new highly efficient TE material
applicable to the utilization at high temperature in air
requires a simple production process. From this point
of view, the present study concentrates on preparing
polycrystalline ceramics sintered in air. Based upon such a
strategy, resistivity, thermopower and magnetic susceptibility
for Bi2−xPbxSr3−yYyCo2O9−δ ceramics were measured as
functions of temperature at T � 300 K, changing the
combination of x and y (i.e. the amounts of substitutes Pb

and Y), and we have tried to obtain the best combination of
x and y for a TE material in this system. The TE properties
of the specimen with the best combination of x and y were
also investigated in the high-temperature region above 300 K.
Furthermore, the transport properties are discussed in terms of
the electron states varied by Y substitution.

2. Experiments

Bi2−xPbxSr3−yYyCo2O9−δ polycrystalline ceramics speci-
mens were prepared by a conventional solid-state synthesis
technique. Bismuth oxide (Bi2O3), lead dioxide (PbO2), stron-
tium carbonate (SrCO3), yttrium oxide (Y2O3) and tri-cobalt
tetra-oxide (Co3O4) powders were used (4 N). The present
study changes x from 0.3 to 0.7 and y from 0.0 to 0.7. First,
mixed powders were calcined in air at 790–840 ◦C for 12–24 h
in air. The heating temperature and time depended on the
combination of x and y. After being ground very carefully
and mixed well, powders were pressed into pellets and finally
sintered in air at 840–870 ◦C for 1 day.

After investigating lattice structures by Cu Kα x-ray
diffraction (XRD), the four-probe dc resistivity and
thermopower (Seebeck coefficient) in the low-temperature
region up to room temperature were measured in the following
way. A Keithley 619 resistance bridge, an Advantest TR 6871
digital multimeter and an Advantest R 6161 power supply
were used for dc-resistivity measurements. Thermopower
measurement was carried out on a sample placed between
two blocks of oxygen-free high conductivity (OFHC) copper.
Both ends of the sample were coated with platinum paste
and then placed in contact with thin copper plates. Copper–
constantan thermocouples were welded to the reverse sides of
the copper plates to measure temperature and thermopower.
The temperature difference between both ends of a specimen
was 10–15 K. The magnetic susceptibilities, χ , were measured
with the magnetic field of 0.1 T by a SQUID (Quantum Design
MPMS) in the temperature range of 10 K to 300 K.

Thermopower, resistivity and thermal conductivity in
the high-temperature region above 300 K were measured as
functions of temperature for the specimen of x = y = 0.5
because this combination has the best TE characteristic below
room temperature. Using Pt leads (0.05 mm diameter), four-
probe dc resistivity was obtained under vacuum at 100 K
increments up to about 800 K. A Pt–Pt(13% Rh) thermocouple
was used to measure the temperature. The thermopower was
also measured under vacuum using microheaters attached near
both ends of a specimen. Maintaining the average temperature
of the specimen at each measurement temperature, different
voltages were applied to these microheaters individually. The
voltage ratio changed from 1/99 to 99/1, and totally 100
ratios were employed. The change in the voltage ratio
varied the temperature difference between the ends of the
specimen �T from +2 K to −2 K. In each voltage ratio,
the potential difference between the ends of the specimen
�V was measured. The slope (d�V/d�T ) obtained by
the least-squares method over 100 plots yields thermopower
S at each measurement temperature. The laser flash
method (Rigakudenki LF/TCM-FA8510B) measured thermal
diffusivity under vacuum. The thermal conductivity κ was then
calculated using the experimental values for thermal diffusivity
D, specific heat capacity C and the density of the specimen.
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3. Results and discussion

3.1. Lattice structure

The main XRD pattern of Bi2−xPbxSr3−yYyCo2O9−δ prepared
in the present study agrees with that in Bi2Sr3Co2O9 reported
by Tarascon et al [13] and Tsukada et al [14, 15]. In
addition to the main XRD pattern there are satellite peaks
that are not involved in the XRD pattern of Bi2Sr3Co2O9

single crystal. In ceramics sample of Bi2Sr3Co2O9, however,
the XRD pattern does involve these satellite lines [6, 14, 16].
As described in the introduction, Yamamoto et al indexed
the XRD pattern including the satellite lines based upon the
misfit structure coming from bidimensional matching of two
different structures of rock-salt-type layers and hexagonal-
CdI2-type layers, see [14, 17]. The previous literature argues
that the Bi2−xPbxSr3Co2O9 ceramic is not a single phase and
that impurity phases such as Bi2Sr2O5 and SrCoOy segregate
along the boundaries [18]. The volume fractions of these
impurity phases must be very small in comparison with the
main phase, even if they are involved in the present system.
It is worth noting that even Bi2Sr3Co2O9 contains impurity
phases if produced by a solid-state reaction like ours [6, 19].
The present experiment shows that the lattice constant along
c-axis in Bi2−xPbxSr3−yYyCo2O9−δ shrinks as the amount of
Y increases. This is due to the ionic radius of Y3+ being smaller
than that of Sr2+.

An attempt to eliminate the satellite lines in the XRD
pattern using flowing nitrogen gas (a reducing atmosphere)
in calcinations of mixed powders at temperatures lower than
790–840 ◦C was tried, but proved unsuccessful. Tsukada
et al [19] succeeded in eliminating these lines by preparing
Bi2Sr3−zCo2Ow with z varying from 0.0 to 1.0, where w

represents the unknown content of oxygen which must deviate
from the stoichiometric value, i.e. 9. They employed a solid-
state reaction. As z increased, the satellite lines decayed and
are finally annihilated at z = 1.0, i.e. Bi2Sr2Co2Ow. The main
XRD pattern in Bi2Sr2Co2Ow agrees with the present system,
Bi2−xPbxSr3−yYyCo2O9−δ . However, it seems rather difficult
to substitute Y3+ for Sr2+ in Bi2Sr2Co2Ow even if the amount
of Y3+ is small. This must be due to a narrow range solubility
of Y3+ ions in Bi2Sr2Co2Ow.

Bi2−xPbxSr3−yYyCo2O9−δ ceramics prepared in this way
are chemically very stable in air, and do not exhibit any ageing.
Furthermore, the lattice structures and TE properties (ρ and S)
do not change even after the specimens were heated for 1 day
at 800 K in air. This fact implies that the compounds in the
present system are very stable at high temperature.

3.2. Resistivity

Figure 1 demonstrates the relation of the four-probe dc
resistivity ρ and temperature T below 340 K for every
specimen. This figure omits the results for the x = 0.3 and
0.7 series which involve high resistivity in comparison with
other series, being inadequate for use as a TE material. As
y increases at every x, resistivity decreases rapidly, becomes
a minimum at y = 0.5 and then increasing. Below room
temperature, insulating conduction takes place when y is small
(y � 0.3 at x = 0.4 and 0.5 and y = 0.0 at x = 0.6). With
increasing y, metallic conduction or a metal–insulator (MI)

Figure 1. Resistivity ρ against T . The result for each specimen is
represented by a full curve, except the specimen with x = y = 0.5
which is shown by data points (circles).

transition occurs. As shown in figure 1, the specimen with
x = y = 0.5 has the minimum resistivity below 340 K.

First of all, the relevance of the results obtained here
should be examined. Shin and Murayama [6] produced the
normal pressure-sintered Bi2−xPbxSr3Co2O9−δ samples (x =
0.0 and 0.4) like ours, and hot pressure-sintered samples.
They investigated the TE properties of these samples in the
temperature range 440–1060 K. The resistivity of their sample
with x = 0.4 was compared with our Y-free sample (x = 0.4
and y = 0.0). The resistivity of their normal pressure-sintered
sample at 440 K is approximately 1 � cm which is nearly
equal to the resistivity estimated by extrapolating the resistivity
plots below room temperature in the present study. In the
case of the hot pressure-sintered sample, however, resistivity
at 440 K is approximately 0.02 � cm; the reduction being
about two orders of magnitude in comparison with the normal
pressure-sintered sample. They ascribed such a large reduction
to the bulk density. In fact, the bulk density varies from
4.49 g cm−3 (normal press method) to 6.35 g cm−3 (hot press
method). In our Y-free samples, i.e. y = 0.0, the bulk density
is 4.66 g cm−3 at x = 0.4 and 4.89 g cm−3 at x = 0.5.
The Y-free single crystal of Bi1.6Pb0.4Sr3Co2O9 (x = 0.4 and
y = 0.0) produced by Itoh et al has a resistivity lower than
ours by about three orders of magnitude [5]. The in-plane
resistivity and the high bulk density in the single crystal cause
such a large resistivity difference between the single crystal
and the sintered ceramics.

As shown in figure 1, at every x, resistivity reduces
rapidly by more than three orders of magnitude, and insulating
conduction transfers to metallic conduction when y increase
from 0.0 to 0.5. Referring to the result of Shin and

1019



E Iguchi et al

Murayama [6], one could expect that such a large reduction
might be ascribed to an increase in the bulk density due to
Y substitution, but this is denied because the bulk density
decreases from 4.89 g cm−3 to 4.60 g cm−3 when y increases
from 0.0 to 0.5 at x = 0.5. There is anxiety that holes doped
by Pb2+ substitution for Bi3+ may be compensated by electron
doping due to Y3+ substitution for Sr2+ and the concentration
of holes responsible for electronic conduction may decrease,
yielding a less conductive material. The result in figure 1
denies this anxiety. The holes doped by Pb substitution
enhance the electronic conduction. In fact, resistivity at
T � 300 K decreases as x (the amount of Pb) increases when
y = 0.0 and 0.3. However, the reduction of resistivity due to Pb
substitution is considerably smaller compared to the reduction
due to Y substitution [5, 14, 15]. This fact is likely to indicate
that the ligand holes created by hybridization of O 2p and
Co 3d eg wavefunctions are mainly responsible for electronic
conduction. It should be emphasized that this hybridization
is possible because Y doping suppresses a decrease in the
amount of Co3+(t6

2g) ions. Y3+ ions substituted for Sr2+ play
a very important role in electronic conduction by stabilizing
low-spin Co3+(t6

2g) ions. At y = 0.0, the resistivity in the
specimen with x = 0.5 is higher than the oxide with x = 0.4
below room temperature. This must be because the activation
energy required for conduction in the specimen with x = 0.5
is higher than that with x = 0.4.

Referring to the transport properties of other Co oxides
in the strongly correlated electron system [20–22], a hopping
process of small polarons of ligand holes is expected to
dominate insulating conduction wheny is small. The transition
from an insulator to a metal with increasing y implies, however,
that the hopping process is no longer the main kinetics that
governs the transport properties when y is large. As described
in the previous section, Y doping shrinks the lattice constant
along the c-axis. In the case of x = 0.4, the lattice constant
decreases from 14.862 Å to 14.756 Å with increasing y, from
0.0 to 0.5, if based upon the misfit structure [14] or from
29.726 Å to 29.512 Å if the BSCCO structure is accepted
[13], and where (00l) XRD patterns are employed in these
estimations. The shrinkage in the lattice constant due to Y
doping must lead to band crossing of O 2p and Co 3d eg
levels and then rather wide bands must be formed. Metallic
conduction with high mobility is easily realized in rather
wide bands. Y doping has a very important effect on the
reduction of resistivity through the shrinkage in the lattice
constant. Furthermore, Y ions may relax the lattice distortion
due to Pb substitution and this would be one of the reasons
that reduce resistivity in Y-doped specimens, because a less
deformed lattice enhances electronic conduction. At every
x, the relation of resistivity and y indicates that there is an
optimum magnitude for y, i.e. y = 0.5, and an excess amount
of Y ions has a negative effect on the reduction of resistivity.
A narrow range of solubility of Y3+ in the (Bi, Pb)–Sr–Co–O
system must bring about this negative effect. The speculation
over the resistivity result in figure 1 indicates that Y substitution
is indispensable, as well as Pb substitution, for the development
of a good TE compound using the present system.

Since our specimens were sintered in air, there is
anxiety that electron doping due to oxygen deficiency may
counterbalance hole doping by Pb substitution even if y = 0.0.

Figure 2. Thermopower S against T . The result for each specimen
is represented by a full curve, except the specimen with x = y = 0.5
which is shown by data points (circles).

New specimens were prepared in flowing oxygen gas and the
resistivity was measured. In comparison with the specimens
sintered in air, the resistivity decreases; but only very slightly,
the reduction being less than 20%. Therefore, the oxygen-
deficient effect does not have such a significant effect on
resistivity as Y substitution.

As shown in figure 1, an MI transition takes place
at 280 K in the specimen with x = y = 0.5, i.e.
Bi1.5Pb0.5Sr2.5Y0.5Co2O9−δ . The decrease in resistivity with
increasing temperature at T � 280 K, even very slow, is
of great advantage to a TE material at high temperature.
Referring to the previous literature [18], impurity phases
such as Bi2Sr2O5 and SrCoOy may also segregate along
boundaries in the present system. Despite these segregations,
Bi1.5Pb0.5Sr2.5Y0.5Co2O9−δ has high potential for use as a TE
material because of its low resistivity.

3.3. Thermopower

Figure 2 plots thermopower S against T below 300 K for
every specimen. Despite rapid variations in resistivity over
several orders by changing the combination of x and y, the
thermopower in every specimen is within the same order
of magnitude. Although this fact seems to indicate that,
in the present system, the thermopower has a less profound
effect upon the figure of merit, Z, compared with resistivity,
thermopower is also very important because the figure of merit
is proportional to the square of the thermopower. A positive
thermopower indicates that the majority carrier in the present
system is a hole as expected, despite electron doping by Y
substitution.
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Figure 3. Inverse molar magnetic susceptibility χ−1 against T for
the specimen with x = y = 0.5 (open circles) and
Bi1.5Pb0.5Sr2Co2Ow (open squares).

As the temperature increases, the thermopower in every
specimen increases to a maximum at around 180 K and then
decreases. A temperature dependence of the thermopower like
this is observed in many insulating oxides [23, 24]. Although
there is no evidence to indicate that such thermopower
behaviour is peculiar to an insulator, it is interesting that
a similar result is even obtained in the specimen with
x = y = 0.5, which exhibits the MI transition at 280 K. If this
compound is to be used as a TE material at high temperature,
the measurement of thermopower above 300 K would be
indispensable because such a decrease in thermopower with
increasing temperature is never an advantage to a TE material at
high temperatures. The magnitudes for S at room temperature
in the present system are competitive with the thermopower
of single crystals of Bi2−xPbxSr3Co2O9 [5] and are a little
larger than Na1.1−xCaxCo2O4 [11]. According to Shin and
Murayama [6], thermopower is not as sensitive to the bulk
density as resistivity.

Since Koshibae et al [25] theoretically predict that
a large magnitude for S requires low-spin Co ions, the
magnetic susceptibility, χ , in the present system has been
measured so as to elucidate the spin structure of the
Co ions. Figure 3 depicts the temperature dependence
of the inverse molar magnetic susceptibility χ−1 for
Bi1.5Pb0.5Sr2.5Y0.5Co2O9−δ (x = y = 0.5). Other specimens
exhibit the similar behaviours. Around 100 K there is a sudden
change in the slope dχ−1/dT and the Curie–Weiss relation
seems difficult to hold even above 100 K. This complex feature
was unexpected and it seems difficult to estimate an effective
magnetic moment. Either a change in the spin structure of the
Co ions or impurity phases such as Bi2Sr2O5 and SrCoOy must
be responsible for such an anomaly at 100 K.

For reference, the plots of Bi1.5Pb0.5Sr2Co2Ow prepared
in the present study are also shown in figure 3. The
Curie–Weiss law holds above 10 K, although this compound
involves a ferromagnetic–paramagnetic transition around 4 K
[15, 16]. The straight line in the Curie–Weiss relation
indicates that the spin structure of the Co ions never changes
in Bi1.5Pb0.5Sr2Co2Ow below room temperature. In the
Curie–Weiss relation in the paramagnetic regime above
10 K, the experimental magnitude for the Curie constant
(C ∼= 0.03 emu K mol−1) yields µeff

∼= 0.45 µB under the
assumption that w ∼= 9, where µeff and µB are the effective
magnetic moment and the Bohr magneton. This effective
magnetic moment estimates that about 90% of the Co ions
are low-spin Co3+ (t6

2g; S = 0) and the remainder are low-
spin Co4+ (t5

2g; S = 1/2). Referring to the speculation
on Bi1.5Pb0.5Sr2Co2Ow, the spin structure of the Co ions
in Bi2−xPbxSr3−yYyCo2O9−δ system must be rather hard to
change, and there is a possibility that compounds in this system
contain mostly low-spin Co ions. In fact, Y3+ substitution for
Sr2+ stabilizes low-spin Co3+ (t6

2g; S = 0) because electrons
doped by this substitution suppress the creation of Co4+ (t5

2g;
S = 1/2) due to Pb2+ substitution for Bi3+. If impurity phases
are the main reason for the complex magnetic behaviour in
Bi1.5Pb0.5Sr2.5Y0.5Co2O9−δ as shown in figure 3, Co ions in
SrCoOy must be mainly responsible because other ions in
Bi2Sr2O5 and SrCoOy do not contain the 3d electrons which
govern magnetic properties.

The suggestion made by Yamamoto et al [14] is very
noteworthy. They emphasize that the hexagonal-CdI2-type
layers (CoO2 layers) in the misfit structure, which they
proposed, are similar to that in NaCo2O4 [12] and the large
thermopower in both NaCo2O4 and Bi–Sr–Co–O system may
be related to this common structure. In fact, the spin structure
of a Co ion depends very sensitively upon the relative positions
of the O2− ions around that Co ion. Not only the large
thermopower but also the low resistivity must have some
correlation with the hexagonal-CdI2-type layers, which could
be the key structure in the development of good TE materials.

3.4. TE properties of Bi1.5Pb0.5Sr2.5Y0.5Co2O9−δ above 300 K

Since the power factor S2/ρ is one of the measures for a good
TE material, figure 4 plots S2/ρ against T for every specimen.
In the present system the combination of x = y = 0.5 is
the best one, and has a power factor that is larger than the
next best (x = 0.5 and y = 0.3) by approximately one order
of magnitude. Measurement of resistivity, thermopower and
thermal conductivity have been carried out on this specimen
(Bi1.5Pb0.5Sr2.5Y0.5Co2O9−δ) in the high-temperature region
above 300 K.

Figure 5(a) plots ρ against T . As expected from the
MI transition around 280 K, the resistivity seems to decrease
monotonously as the temperature increases, except the plot
at 500 K. The relation between S and T is illustrated in
figure 5(b). As shown in figure 2, thermopower in this
specimen has a maximum around 180 K and then decreases
as temperature increases towards 300 K. Above 300 K, the
thermopower also keeps decreasing to a minimum around
400 K and then increases again with temperature. Although it
is still unknown why the thermopower increases at T � 400 K,
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Figure 4. Power factor S2/ρ against T . The result for each
specimen is represented by a full curve, except the specimen with
x = y = 0.5 which is shown by data points (circles).

Table 1. Thermal diffusivity D, specific heat capacity C and
thermal conductivity κ at T = 300 K, 400 K, 600 K and 800 K for
the specimen with x = y = 0.5.

T (K) D (cm2 s−1) C (J g−1 K−1) κ (mW cm−1 K−1)

300 0.0065 0.32 10.0
400 0.0059 0.34 9.0
600 0.0052 0.32 8.0
800 0.0049 0.34 8.0

such an increase is of great advantage to a TE material at
high temperatures. Since the thermopower has a singular
point at 500 K as well as resistivity, a magnetic or lattice
transformation might occur around 500 K. These results
suggest that Bi1.5Pb0.5Sr2.5Y0.5Co2O9−δ could be a good TE
material at high temperature.

The thermal conductivity κ at each temperature was
estimated using the experimental magnitudes for thermal
diffusivity D and specific heat capacity C summarized in
table 1; the bulk density of 4.60 g cm−3 previously obtained
was used as the density of the specimen with x = y = 0.5.
Figure 6(a) depicts the relation of κ and T . At room
temperature, κ ∼= 10.0 mW cm−1 K−1. This is lower than
NaCo2O4. The thermal conductivity decreases with increasing
T . It is an advantage to use Bi1.5Pb0.5Sr2.5Y0.5Co2O9−δ as a
TE material at high temperature because the TE figure of merit
is proportional to the inverse thermal conductivity, κ−1.

The figure of merit for Bi1.5Pb0.5Sr2.5Y0.5Co2O9−δ

increases monotonously from 2 × 10−5 K−1 to 7 × 10−5 K−1

as temperature rises from 400 K to 800 K, as shown in
figure 6(b). In comparison with conventional TE materials
such as Bi2Te3 and PbTe [26], Bi1.5Pb0.5Sr2.5Y0.5Co2O9−δ

is very resistant against oxidation at high temperature.

(a)

(b)

Figure 5. Plots of (a) ρ against T and (b) S against T in the
temperature range of 300–800 K for the specimen with x = y = 0.5.

Bi1.5Pb0.5Sr2.5Y0.5Co2O9−δ has a magnitude forZ competitive
with other oxides such as (ZnO)5(In,Y)2O3 and Ca(Mn,In)O3

above 500 K [27, 28], and is rather superior to (La,Sr)CrO3 and
(Nd,Ce)2CuO4 [29, 30]. Since Na(Co,Cu)2O4 has a magnitude
for Z larger than Bi1.5Pb0.5Sr2.5Y0.5Co2O9−δ by one order of
magnitude [31], Na(Co,Cu)2O4 is surely a strong candidate for
use as a TE material. However, Bi1.5Pb0.5Sr2.5Y0.5Co2O9−δ

is chemically stable and very resistant against degradation
during long-term use in air at high temperatures as described
above. This oxide could then be a good TE material at high
temperatures.

The development of Bi2−xPbxSr3−yYyCo2O9−δ ceramics
as a practical TE material requires several improvements. As
described above, Bi1.5Pb0.5Sr2.5Y0.5Co2O9−δ has a thermal
conductivity and thermopower comparable to NaCo2O4, but
its resistivity is larger than NaCo2O4 by one or two orders of
magnitude. A Bi2−xPbxSr3−yYyCo2O9−δ system would be a
very strong TE material if its resistivity is decreased. To this
end, its electronic transport properties, including conduction
kinetics, should be elucidated in more detail. Furthermore,
the use of lead is not desirable from an environmental point
of view. It would be best if the lead is replaced with
other elements, but this replacement should improve the TE
properties.
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(a)

(b)

Figure 6. Plots of (a) the thermal conductivity κ against T and
(b) the TE figure of merit Z against T in the temperature range of
300–800 K for the specimen with x = y = 0.5.

4. Conclusions

The TE properties (resistivity and thermopower) of
Bi2−xPbxSr3−yYyCo2O9−δ system have been investigated be-
low room temperature, by changing the combination of x and
y. These oxides are chemically very stable, do exhibit ageing
and are very resistant against degradation during long-term
use at high temperature. At every x, the resistivity decreases
rapidly by more than three orders of magnitude and insulating
conduction transfers to metallic conduction as y (the amount
of Y ions) increases from 0.0 to 0.5; it is the variation of the
electron states due to Y doping that mainly causes these re-
sults. The ceramic compound with x = y = 0.5 was found to
have the best TE properties in the present system. The mea-
surements of resistivity, thermopower and thermal conductiv-
ity were carried out on this compound (x = y = 0.5) in the
high-temperature range up to 800 K, and the figure of merit
increases from 2 × 10−5 K−1 to 7 × 10−5 K−1 as temperature
increases from 400 K to 800 K. The magnitude of the figure of
merit such as this is competitive with other TE oxides. Though
Pb substitution dopes holes, the ligand holes created by O 2p–
Co 3d eg hybridization are mainly responsible for electronic
conduction when the amount of Y is small. The Y substitution
assures this hybridization because this substitution suppresses
the destabilization of the low-spin Co3+ (t6

2g; S = 0) ions which
the ions created by Co4+ (t5

2g; S = 1/2) Pb substitution cause.

As the amount of Y increases, Y substitution for Sr decreases
resistivity through shrinkage in the lattice constant along the
c-axis, leading to band crossing of O 2p and Co 3d eg lev-
els and to the partial removal of lattice deformation produced
by Pb substitution because a less deformed lattice enhances
electronic conduction.

Acknowledgments

The authors are very grateful for S Kato and K Yonekawa
for their assistance in this work. This work was supported
by a Grant-in-Aid for Science Research (No 11650716) from
the Ministry of Education, Science and Culture, Japan and by
the Takahashi Industrial and Economy Research Foundation.
The SQUID magnetometer in the Ecotechnology System
Laboratory, Yokohama National University, was used.

References

[1] Mahan G D 1998 Solid State Phys. 51 81
[2] Ziman J M 1965 Principles of the Theory of Solids

(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press) p 196
[3] Mahan G D, Sales B and Sharp J 1997 Phys. Today 50 42
[4] Bednorz J G and Müller K A 1986 Z. Phys. B 64 189
[5] Itoh T, Kawata T, Kitajima T and Terasaki I 1998 Proc. 17th

Int. Conf. on Thermoelectrics (ICT’98) (Nagoya)
(Piscataway, NJ: Institute of Electrical and Electronics
Engineering) p 595

[6] Shin W and Murayama N 2000 J. Mater. Res. 15 382
[7] Austin I G and Mott N F 1969 Adv. Phys. 18 41
[8] Holstein T 1959 Ann. Phys., NY 8 343
[9] Takahata K, Iguchi D, Itoh T and Terasaki I 2000 Phys. Rev. B

61 12 551
[10] Terasaki I, Sasago Y and Uchinokura K 1997 Phys. Rev. B 56

R12 685
[11] Kawata T, Iguchi Y, Itoh T, Takahata K and Terasaki I 1999

Phys. Rev. B 60 10 584
[12] Ando Y, Miyamaoto N, Segawa K, Kawata T and Terasaki I

1999 Phys. Rev. B 60 10 580
[13] Tarascon J M et al 1989 Solid State Commun. 71 663
[14] Yamamoto T, Tsukada I, Uchinokura K, Takagi M, Tsubone T,

Ichihara M and Kobayashi K 2000 Japan. J. Appl. Phys. 39
L747

[15] Yamamoto T, Tsukada I and Uchinokura K 1999 Japan. J.
Appl. Phys. 38 1949

[16] Tsukada I, Yamamoto T, Takagi M, Tsubone T and
Uchinokura K 1998 Mater. Res. Soc. Symp. Proc. 494 119

[17] Hervieu M, Boullay Ph, Michel C, Maignan A and Raveau B
1999 J. Solid State Chem. 142 305

[18] Vashuk V V, Ol’shevskaya O P, Pytlev S I, Vil’kotskaya E F
and Zinkevich M V 1998 Inorg. Mater. 34 54

[19] Tsukada I, Nose M and Uchinokura K 1996 J. Appl. Phys. 80
5691

[20] Iguchi E, Ueda K and Jung W H 1966 Phys. Rev. B 54 17 431
[21] Iguchi E, Ueda K and Nakatsugawa H 1998 J. Phys.:

Condens. Matter 10 8999
[22] Nakatsugawa H and Iguchi E 1999 J. Phys.: Condens. Matter

11 1711
[23] Jaime M, Hardner H, Salamon M B, Rubinstein M, Dorsey P

and Emin D 1997 J. Appl. Phys. . 81 4958
[24] Iguchi E, Nakamura N and Satoh H 1999 J. Phys. Soc. Japan

68 1780
[25] Koshibae W, Tsutsui K and Maekawa S 2000 Phys. Rev. B 62

6869
[26] Scherrer H and Scherrer S 1995 Handbook on

Thermoelectricity ed D M Rowe (Boca Raton, FL: CRC
Press) p 215

1023



E Iguchi et al

[27] Kazeoka M, Hiramatsu H, Seo W S and Koumoto K 1998
J. Matter. Res. 13 523

[28] Ohtaki M, Koga H, Tokunaga T, Eguchi K and Arai H 1995
J. Solid State Chem. 120 105

[29] Weber W J, Griffin C W and Bates J L 1987 J. Am. Ceram.
Soc. 70 265

[30] Yasukawa M and Murayama N 1997 J. Mater. Sci. 32 6489
[31] Yakabe H, Kikuchi K, Terasaki I, Sasago Y and Uchinokura K

1997 Proc. 16th Int. Conf. on Thermoelectrics (Piscataway,
NJ: Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineering)
p 507

1024


